Hero Analysis

A hero is a person of distinguished courage or ability, admired for his or her brave deeds and noble qualities. A hero is a person who possesses an unusual talent that helps people, a person who perseveres in the face of great trials or seemingly impossible obstacles, a person who places the welfare of others above his or her own. A hero might be a person who founds a nation or race, who rescues his or her people, who is admired and trusted by those he or she leads for fairness, trustworthiness, compassion, wisdom, courtesy or self- control. 

In English II this year, we have studied several historical and literary figures who might be considered heroic. Since well-developed characters have both strengths and weaknesses, very few characters will fit everyone’s definition of hero.

Directions: Choose one historical, literary or real-life figure (think of minor characters as well as major ones) who fits the definition of a hero. Identify both the traits that make this person heroic and the character’s traits that are not heroic. Support your reasoning with examples from the text/ your memory in a multi-paragraph essay that includes an introduction with thesis, body and conclusion. Before you begin writing, create a graphic organizer that includes thesis, major topics, main ideas and details.

Scoring checklist: 
· Graphic organizer includes thesis, major topics, main ideas and details 
· Multi-paragraph essay includes an introduction with thesis, body and conclusion 
· Essay writer identifies character traits that are & are not heroic 
· Reasoning is supported with examples from the text/ your memory 
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