Welcome to U.S. Government!

I am excited that you have accepted the challenge of this class. My goal is that you learn about
American Government while gaining the skills you need to be a contributing citizen and successful
beyond high school. I look forward to learning with you this year!
Teacher:
Email:
Textbook:

Derek Strahn
derek.strahn@bsd7.org

Classroom:
Phone:

Government Alive! Power, Politics and You

N-114
522-6697 (w) 587-0254 (h)
(Class Set Available in N-114)*

*Note: In attempt to make this class as relevant and timely as possible, I will frequently build upon occasional
textbook readings with supplemental and incidental sources such as newspapers, magazines, journals, YouTube videos,
and other websites. Sometimes these supplemental and incidental sources will focus on controversial topics. My
intention in taking this approach is not to promote a particular political perspective, but rather to foster increased
student engagement while facilitating deeper understandings of American government and current events. I especially
value articles/editorials/short videos because they are brief, current, thought provoking, and fairly easily understood by
students. To the greatest extent possible, I will make every attempt to expose students to multiple viewpoints and
political perspectives. Required and supplemental materials, including links to YouTube videos, can be found on my
Moodle Page at: http://eschool2.bsd7.org/course/view.php?id=396 Parental questions/concerns should be addressed with
the teacher at the email address or phone numbers above.

Grading:

Your grade for this course will be determined on a weighted basis:
40%

10%
50%

Passport to Citizenship:
1.)
Constitution Test (Open Note)
2.)
Cartoons Controversies Presentation (Common District Assessment)
3.)
Volunteering Project
4.)
Landmark Supreme Court Case Project
Participation
Remainder will be determined by a combination of:

Open Note Unit Exams/Quizzes
Open Note Comprehensive Final Exam
Group and Individual Projects

Oral Presentations/Debates
Letter to President Trump
Other Classwork & Homework

Grades will be awarded on the following scale:
100-90%=A

89-80%=B

79-70% =C

69-60% =D

59% and Below = F

NOTE: This course is required for graduation from BHS. Grades will be updated regularly on PowerSchool.
Passport to Citizenship projects are weighted as 40% (10% each) of your semester grade. Class Participation is
also weighted at 10% of your semester grade.

(OVER)

Units of Study: Over the course of the semester we will be covering the following topics:
Unit 1 Political Parties and Ideologies

Unit 4 The Legislative Branch

Unit 2 Constitution/Founding
Principles/Civil Rights

Unit 5 The Executive Branch

Unit 3 The Judicial Branch

Unit 6 Foreign and Domestic Policy

In addition, you will be participating in a semester long study of citizenship and what it means to be an
active participant in democratic life. We will frequently discuss controversial current events in order to
better understand American politics, while also striving to develop essential, life-long skills such as
the arts of critical thinking, diplomatic discussion, and respectful listening.

Absences, Tardies, Late Work and Cell Phones:
1)
2)
3)

4)

5)

6)
7)

8)

Please try to attend class every day and complete all work on time.
You will be considered tardy if you are not in your seat at the bell. Let me know in advance if you are
facing serious challenges with the five-minute passing period. See BHS Tardy Policy for more info.
Work that is due or missed on the day of an unexcused or Gold Card-excused absence cannot be
made up. Work that is turned in late because of a tardy will be considered late work (see below).
NOTE: As per BHS stipulations, Gold/Silver Cards cannot be utilized to excuse absences on
days when assignments, exams, or presentations are due.
Make-up work is your responsibility. Please contact Mr. Strahn the day you return from an
excused absence (or before) to establish a schedule for completing missed work (including
homework, quizzes, tests, presentations, essays and projects).
Unless prior arrangements are made, work is due the day that it is assigned and must be turned in
when requested to receive full credit. E-mailed work submitted on time will always be accepted for
full credit. Unless prior arrangements have been made, late work (with the exception of exams) will
be accepted for up to one week’s time after the due date and will receive 50% of the grade
assigned. Exams can be made up without this penalty. IMPORTANT: You must contact Mr. Strahn
in advance (see contact info above) if you are going to be absent during individual or group
presentations. Otherwise, you may not be able to receive credit for these activities.
I expect the hall pass to be used for emergencies only. Students abusing the hall pass privilege will
be denied access to the pass.
Because cell phones are frequently a distraction, my expectation is that they will not be seen or
used (unless part of an approved activity or prior arrangements have been made with me). Students
disregarding this policy will have their cell phones confiscated and their class participation score
impacted.

Academic integrity is critical to character development and the educational process. Students
found to have engaged in cheating or plagiarism shall be subject to district and school
disciplinary policies (BHS Handbook).

(OVER)

September 2, 2019
Dear Government Student:
Welcome! Thank you for signing up for this engaging required class. I am hopeful that it will help to
instill in you a lifelong interest in American politics, current events, and civic engagement.
And what about me? Believe it or not, I’m a BHS graduate from way back in 1983! Ronald Reagan
was President, Michael Jackson was on MTV way too much, and mullets were (sadly) quite popular. After
high school, I went to MSU, where I received a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and, later, a Master of
Arts in American History. After grad school I enjoyed a nine-year career as Bozeman’s City Historic
Preservation Officer. I’ve also taught US history and architecture at MSU. I am the author of books on
Montana’s history and architecture. I also research, write, and record a weekly Montana history radio
piece for KGLT called the Montana Medicine Show.
Of all these professional interests, though, teaching is perhaps my greatest passion. I love working
with high school students. This is my 17th year teaching at BHS. In my spare time I enjoy playing music,
fly-fishing, and spending time with my family. My wife, Katy Paynich, also teaches English here at BHS. We
have a twenty-four-year-old son, Ian, as well as twin boys, Alex and Noah, who are now fifteen.
This promises to be an exciting and enriching semester, and I am very much looking forward to
getting to know you. Please let me know how I can make your experience in this course as rewarding as
possible.

Derek Strahn

Now that you know some of my history, it's your turn to tell me about
yourself. So, using my letter as an example, write a typed, one-page letter of
introduction about yourself, your family, and your interests,
academic and otherwise. What do you like? Dislike? What do you think I
should know about you that would help me do a better job as your teacher?
Please have this typed 10-point assignment completed on or before
Friday, September 6, 2019.

